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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgment is made of the amendment received on 5/20/04. Claims 1 - 1 9 are 
currently pending. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
1 • Claims 1 - 1 9 are allowed over prior art. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art of record, particularly the Zurfluh reference fails to teach, or suggest either alone or in 
combination thereof, imparting a bend to a second portion of the first optical fiber and a means 
for selectively and adjustably imparting a bend to a first portion of the third optical fiber when 
the third optical fiber is positioned in a first orientation relative to the first and second optical 
fibers. The examiner has found no motivation to combine prior art to create the claimed 
invention as indicated. 

Also not found within the Zurfluh reference is an apparatus for selectively exchanging 
light energy between a plurality of optical fibers, comprising: 

a second mechanism adapted to selectively and adjustably impart a bend to a first portion 
of the optical fiber, such that the light energy may be coupled substantially at the first portion of 
the first optical fiber. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamara A. Franklin whose telephone number is (571) 272-2389. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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